
Adding Modules to Drupal 
 

Modules are to Drupal what Plugins/Widgets are to Wordpress; they’re extensions to add additional 
functionality to the Drupal content management system.  One thing to watch out for with modules in 
Drupal is be sure to only choose modules that are designed to work with your version of Drupal; it 
seems that even more than the other content management systems we’ve worked with, Drupal changes 
things between versions so much that modules that worked in one version may not work in the next.  
This is something to be very aware of if you are thinking of updating an existing installation; I would 
recommend doing a clean install of the new version of Drupal in another directory and making sure the 
modules you use will work before actually doing the upgrade.  In addition, it is imperative that you make 
a backup of your whole site before doing an update, just in case things go wrong.     

1.  To find modules, go to the following site:  http://drupal.org/project/Modules .  There are 
several dropdown choices, I would suggest filtering by Actively maintained, under active 
development, and Works with matching your installation (in our case, Drupal 9), status “Full 
Projects”, Stability “Has a supported stable release”, Security advisory coverage “Has security 
advisory coverage”.  (Note, if you want to double check your core compatibility, if you are not 
sure what version you have, log into your drupal site, go to Reports, then status). 
Note that one of the options you can choose is Module Category, so you can narrow the list 
down by the kind of module, and you can also search the modules and sort in different ways. 

2. I am going to download and set up a weather module.  The one I picked was at 
https://www.drupal.org/project/weather .   

http://drupal.org/project/Modules
https://www.drupal.org/project/weather


 
3. Once there, scroll down the page and you will see where you can download the module.  

Download the zip file for your Drupal version (you are probably running version 9, but check to 
be sure).  Be sure to remember where you saved it. 

 
4. Go to your Drupal site and log in, and then on the administration bar at the top, choose the 

Extend link.  Once there, click the “Add new module” link. This will bring you to the following 
page: 



 
 

5. Use the browse button to browse and find the zipped file you downloaded, then click the 
Continue button.   

6. It should come up to a success screen like this: 



 
 
IF YOU GET ERRORS:  Hit your back button on your browser, then click on Extend again.  It 
should still display the weather module down at the bottom of the page under the heading 
“OTHER”.  If it does not, follow the alternate steps below.   
 
IF IT WORKED OK, skip to the instructions below “alternate steps”. 
 
ALTERNATE STEPS 



1. Unzip the file you downloaded.   
2. Open your ftp program and connect to your site, then go into the folder where you installed 

Drupal and find the “modules” folder.  Double click on this to open it, and then upload the folder 
you just unzipped to the module folder. 

3. Now log into your Drupal site and click on Modules in the administrator bar.  The weather 
module should be displayed at the bottom of the page under the heading of “OTHER”.  You can 
now continue as normal. 
 
 
 

7. If everything works as it should, click on the “Enable newly added module” link 
8. You should see a screen that looks like the following.  Check the “enabled” checkbox next to 

“Weather”, then click the Install button. Note that you may need to scroll down a bit; it will be 
under the "Other" category. 

 



 
9. It should give you a success message at the top of the page; within the green success message, 

click on the link "module configuration page" 

  
10. It should look something like this: 



 
 

11.  Click “Add display” 



 
12. Change Display configuration to Farenheit, Wind Speed to mph, Pressure to kPa, Distance to UK 

miles, and then check all the boxes at the bottom and click “Save” 
 

 



 
13.  This will bring you back to a page that looks like this: 

 
14. Now click "Import/Reimport Places", then "Import places".  It should then go to another screen 

to show the progress of the import.  Once it has finished, it will go back to the original weather 
screen.  

15. Now under "System-Wide Display (#1)", click "Add location to this display" 
16. This will take you to the following screen; use the dropdown boxes to select the location you 

want the weather display to be for.  The closest location I could find for what I wanted was 



Springfield, Illinois.  Once you have the location selected, click "Save" 
 

 
 

17. Make sure that the System-Wide Display box says “Springfield, IL” (or whatever location you 
chose); if it doesn’t, click on the Edit button and make sure everything is as it should be, then 
Save again.   

18. It now show up on the front page.  If the location you chose doesn't work, try a different one.   
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